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SUB J : ISRAELI PRESIDENT DISCUSSES NUCLEAR POTENTIAL 

1. FOLLOWING IS PARTIAL TEXT OF ARTICLE ON FRONT PAGE OF DEC 2 
MAARIV, IN WHICH ISRAELI PRESIDENT EPHRAIM KATZIR, IS REPORTED 
TO AFFIRM THAT ISRAEL POSSES " NUCLEAR POTENTIAL". 

2. BEGIN TEXT. " ISRAEL HAS A NUCLEAR POTENTIAL"— SAID 

THE PRESIDENT OF ISRAEL (MODESTLY) AT A RECEPTION LAST NIGHT, 
WHICH WAS GIVEN AT THE PRESIDENT S RESIDENCE TO A GROUP OF 
SCIENTIFIC CORRESPONDENTS FROM WESTERN EUROPE, THE US AND 
CANADA, NOW TOURING THE COUNTRY. ONE OF THE CORRESPONDENTS 
ASKED THE PRESIDENT ABOUT THE POSSIBLITY AND THE " TIME OF 
THE REALIZATION OF THE NUCLEAR POTENTIAL; HOWEVER, THE PRESIDENT 
ASKED WITH A SMILE: " DO YOU EXPECT ME, UNDER THE PRESENT 
CIRCUMSTANCES, TO MENTION THE DATE, HERE AND NOW?" 

3. TO THE QUESTION OF ANOTHER CORRESPONDENT, AS TO WHETHER 
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EPHRAIM KATZIR REPLIED: WHY SHOULD THAT SUBJECT WORRY US- 
LET IT WORRY THE WORLD." 

4. HE POINTED OUT THAT ISRAEL SPENDS THIRTY-THREE PERCENT OF 

THE NATIONAL PRODUCT ON SECURITY. " IT WOULD BE A GOOD THING IF WE 
COULD DIVERT THESE RESOURCES TO CIVILIAN PROJECTS"-AND ADDED-- 
"HOWEVER, A DEAD MAN CANNOT ENGAGE IN AGRICULTURE OR INDUSTRY. 
THEREFORE, WE MUST, FIRST AND FOREMOST, TAKE CARE OF OUR 
VERY EXISTENCE, AND THAT IS WHY WE KEEP INVESTING IN SECURITY". 

END TEXT. 

5. COMMENT: WHILE PRESIDENT KATZIR'S REMARKS DO NOT CONSTITUTE 

A NEW REVELATION, FACT THAT ISRAELI PRESIDENT, WHO IS TRADITIONALLY 
NON-POLITICAL FIGUREHEAD, SHOULD DISCUSS NUCLEAR MATTERS 
PUBLICLY AT ALL IS STRIKING. WHETHER COORDINATED WITH GOI 
SENIOR OFFICIALS OR NOT, KATZIR'S COMMENTS WOULD SEEM TO BE 
ELEMENT OF ISRAELI PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE DESIGNED TO REMIND 
ARAB STATES AND OTHERS OF DIMENSIONS OF STAKES IN ARAB-ISRAELI 
DISPUTE. 

KEATING 
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